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Tip: using a hand lens,
magnifying glass or phone camera

will help you see some of the
tiny features of the mosses.

A botanist,

an artist and a designer
produced this Moss Hunt
for you. There are eight
mosses to find and nine
fun, mossy activities.
Enjoy!
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You can find Mosses anywhere in Ireland,
town or country.

side, at any time of year.

ked at moss, really looked?

But have you loo

They come in different shapes and sizes.

They form Cushions and carpets,
They can look like tiny ferns Or miniature trees,
They can be green, ye//ovv, Orange or red.
I'm a Moss Carder Be. Take a close Jook ang we thi
j::st on the ground and will be surprised by what
gather moss to cover my nest.

I'm very rare in Ireland.
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A bit of science!

<
-

“

Where can you find mosses?

Despite their small size, mosses
Mosgses are part of a group of P

plants called Bryophytes. These
were the first plants to grow on
land, over 470 million years ago.

Mosses have a much simpler
structure than trees and flowers
and can be very tiny, from a few

millimetres high, to up to one
metre in height.

can be very abundant and can

be found in many places: they

are often found carpeting stone
walls, woodland floors, the tops of
mountains and on rocks in rivers.
They will even grow on discarded
rubbish such as old boots, car tyres

and cushions!
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How can mosses grow on rock and rubbish?
Mosses have some special features that allow
them to live in these extreme places. They
don't have proper roots, so they get the water
and nutrients they need to grow by absorbing
them through their leaf surface. This means

that they can grow in places with no soil, such

as stone walls and rocks. r

places in

\reland is on€
the wor
that love dam

\d for these
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What do mosses look/like?

This leaflet shows ACROCARPS

two main types of moss. Mosses with

. Capsule
Ones with unbranched P branched stems are
stems are called acrocarps called pleurocarps and
and are indicated, in this - are indicated by the
guide, by the symbol below. symbol below.
Leaf
Upright
unbranched

stem

Diagrams: Rory Hodd
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PLEUROCARPS

Capsule

help you knot?

heir names il hion, plait-

; b
Hint: some Of 1, CUS
what to look for =< g

Spreading
— branched
stems

Which of the mossy
activities will you try first?
(See pages 14 - 15).

wun
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The leaves are small and fine and
have a silvery hair point at the end of
the leaf. These probably help to reflect

sunlight and trap overnight dew as this
moss grows in very open dry places.

Grey-cushioned Grimmia
Grimmia pulvinata

This moss produces many
little oval capsules, which contain
spores to form new plants.
The capsules are at the end of a curved
green stalk which buries itself into
the moss cushion.

This moss grows in small
cushions (1-2cm high)

on the top of walls,
rocks and concrete.

1 & 2 From Muscologia Britannica, by William Jackson Hooker and Thomas Taylor,
2nd Edition 1827, accessed online through the Biodiversity Heritage Library.



‘Aresqry aBeuap] Aismasporg s yinong aunjuo passanoe
/781 uompy pug Sojfe sewoy] pue saoo] uosyoe( welim Aq o wioesspy wol] 9

‘ysniq ajpoq
e 91 Wwajls ay} punoJe
WwoJlj N0 3OS SaAes| Y|
‘liey wagy 03 dn mosb
ued jey} suolysnd asoo|
SWII0) SSOW SIy |

\ “(e8ed Su1MOTIOF 8T} UO UNULULOD mmpg.u /f} OJ
"'155 SSOUINIO4 UWI00Jg OXI[Un)
) deOITRL] UOWIUON)

! 8J® S8AES] U8sdS JJ1IS 8UL
f ssouwa 199“131 S‘PU'BIQJI PUg ued HOA}! 298
‘ g UQL[J, pUB[POOM oA Ut 218 JoM B ST 9191[1 JI

Have a look at the top of the

Like Grey-cushioned
wall for another small grey it Ve Foaehas Anall
coloured moss. This forms little fine leaves with a silvery
tufts about 1cm tall. hair point at their tip.

Wall Screw-moss
Tortula muralis

You can tell the difference between these two
species easily as Wall Screw-moss has narrow
capsules at the end of long red-purple stalks
which stand up 1-2cm from the plant.
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Next, get down on your hands and knees and look amongst the grass
in a lawn, grass verge or meadow to see if you can find...

Springy Turf-moss
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus

Its leaves are pale green. The most
distinctive feature is the way that the
leaves curve away from the stem and
form little Stars’ when you look
down on the top of the plant.
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Pointed Spearmoss
Ccz[[zergonel[a cmpzdam

This moss likes damp grassy
places. The stems have lots of small branches.
The leaves are green to yellow-green and the
stem is often reddish. Unlike Springy Turf-moss,
the triangular leaves are straight. The key feature of
this moss is that the leaves at the tip of each stem
roll together to form a ‘spear-tip’.

3 & 4 From Handbook of British mosses comprising all that are known to be natives af the British Isles, by Berkeley, M. ]. (Miles Joseph), 1803-1889, London : L. Reeve,1863. DOI,

hteps://doi.org/10.5962/bhltitle.23844, University of California Libraries (archive.org)
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